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Third Quarter 2013 
 
 
 
The HSRC signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the University of Basel on 5 
September during a meeting between Minister of Science and Technology, Mr Derek Hanekom and 
Swiss Federal Councillor, Mr Johann Schneider-
Ammann, head of the Federal Department of 
Economic Affairs, Education and Research. 
Through the agreement the two institutions 
intend to consider ways to: 
 
(i) Share agendas, knowledge and ideas, and 

plan joint activities in areas of common 
interest; 

(ii) Utilise and leverage their existing 
resources and facilities to their mutual 
advantage and benefit; and 

(iii) Maximise impact through working in 
partnership. 

 

 
 

Internships framed within MOU partnership  
 

The HIV/AIDS, STIs and TB (HAST) research programme  is proud to be hosting seven interns from 
Emory University Rollins School of Public Health in Atlanta, Georgia, and 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (JHSPH) in Baltimore, 
Maryland. The four Emory students will be with the programme for four 
months and will be working with Professor Leickness Simbayi, Ms 
Allanise Cloete and Mr Thiyane 
Duda on  a mixed-methods 
study focused on exploring 
custom-fitted (i.e., different 
sizes) male condoms as a sexual 
health intervention in Cape 
Town, South Africa.   
 

One of the three students from the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, Ms Katie Risher, will be 
working under Professor Simbayi and with HSRC CEO Professor Olive Shisana. They will be 
undertaking in-depth analyses of the data emanating from the 2012 South African National HIV, 
Behaviour and Health Survey (SABSSM 4) on risk behaviour of people on antiretroviral therapy and 
factors associated with the reporting of concurrent partnerships. 
 

New Partnership 

MOU & Partnership Activity 
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The CEO was awarded an honorary professorship from the Health Science Faculty of the               
University of Cape Town’s (UCT).  The HSRC and UCT have a history of collaboration with two                
staff members serving in the Health Science Faculty as professors at UCT, Professors Leickness 
Simbayi and Thomas Rehle. The CEO and Dr Mpumi Zungu will work with the faculty and students to 
strengthen the HSRC’s work in psychosocial determinants of HIV/AIDS and the epidemiology of 
substance use and HIV/AIDS, as well as mental health and HIV. 
 
 
 
Global technical meeting on adolescent HIV care 
 

Professor Simbayi attended the Global Technical Meeting: Operationalising an Investment Approach 
for Improved Results in HIV Prevention, Treatment and Care in Adolescents.  It took place from 8 - 10 
July at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), hosted by the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF). The goal of the meeting, which involved UNICEF’s global partners, was to 
establish a common understanding of the available evidence of the effectiveness of interventions for 
HIV prevention, treatment and care for adolescents; to discuss the current evidence on the effective 
implementation of such interventions; and to agree on key priorities to improve results in 
adolescents.  The meeting also identified key operational research gaps around adolescent HIV 
programming and discussed operational priorities for UNICEF.  
 
Specifically, the meeting: 
 
• Reviewed and validated the findings and 

recommendations from a systematic review 
conducted by the LSHTM in collaboration 
with colleagues in the Research Triangle 
Institute (RTI); 

• Reviewed lessons from programming and 
opportunities for adolescent programming; 

• Presented an outline of UNICEF operational 
guidance; and 

• Agreed on priority programming actions and 
operational research. 

 

The meeting focussed on the following sections:  
• An introduction to the HIV Investment 

Framework; new global guidelines on 
adolescents and HIV; highlighting the 
epidemiology of HIV infection in adolescents 
and findings from the adolescent-specific 
modelling based on the investment 
approach; followed by a detailed 
presentation and discussion of the findings 
and recommendations from the systematic 
review conducted by the LSHTM/RTI. 

• A series of six thematic presentations and 
discussions, led by UNICEF’s implementing 
partners, highlighted lessons learned from 
the scaling-up of key interventions at the 
country level, surveillance among key 
populations, and the implications and 
opportunities for adolescent programming. 
This segment of the meeting ended with a 
presentation and discussion on operational 
research priorities. 

• The outline and discussion of UNICEF’s draft 
operational guidelines on how to apply 
findings from the evidence review at the 
organisational level. 

 
Prof. Simbayi chaired two working-group discussions, which focused on basic intervention 
programmes for HIV prevention, treatment and care with proven efficacy in adults.  
 

Research Activities 
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Symposium on bilingualism  
 

Dr Cas Prinsloo, a director in the HSRC’s Education Skills 
Development research programme, attended the 9th 
International Symposium on Bilingualism (ISB9).  
He presented papers on a Grade 8 assessment report 
(2006 and 2007) for the Western Cape Education 
Department.  The symposium took place from 9-14 June 
2013 at the Singapore Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU). 
 

 
Meeting on evidence and gaps in HIV prevention 
 

Prof. Simbayi (HAST) 
attended a three-day 
expert consultation 
meeting in downtown 
Baltimore in the USA from 
30 July to 1 August. The 
meeting was organised by 
the Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of 

Public Health Center for Communication Programs (CCP) and funded by USAID. The main purpose of 
the meeting was to examine the evidence, identify gaps and provide recommendations on the areas 
where health communication enables critical pathways towards preventive behaviours for HIV 
prevention, including behavioural prevention and support to biomedical interventions.   
The outputs of the meeting included the following: 
 

• Reaching consensus around the impact of health communication across the range of HIV 
prevention Recommendations to the field to ensure that programmes strategically position 
health communication for a high-impact prevention portfolio; 

• Recommending the way forward to measure and document the outcomes (and intermediate 
indicators) of communication interventions; 

• Identifying gaps in evidence to orient future publications, data collection, research, and 
possible collaboration. 

 
 

5th European Conference on African Studies 
 

Jeremy Wightman, the director of the HSRC Press, attended the 5th European Conference on African 
Studies (ECAS) from 25 – 29 June 2013 in Lisbon, Portugal.  The theme of the conference was: 
African Dynamics in a Multipolar World. The conference was organised by the Nordic Africa Institute, 
CODESRIA, and the Centre for African Studies in Basel, the African Studies Centre in Leiden, Abdou 
Moumoumi University, the board of African Studies in Europe AEGIS and various other universities.  
ECAS attracts a wide and diverse range of African studies scholars and intellectuals from across the 
world, most of who are operating in the social sciences field. It provided a perfect opportunity for 
the Press to showcase and exhibit the HSRC publications and research reports and to                           
engage and network with others working in the same areas.  
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Health and psychology conference 
 

Tracy Morison, a post-doctoral fellow in the Human and Social Development (HSD)                   
research programme presented a paper at the 8th Bienniel conference of the International Society 
of Critical Health Psychology ISCHP).  The conference took place from 22nd - 24th July, 2013 at the 
University of Bradford, United Kingdom.   

The ISCHP conference provided an 
opportunity for health psychologists 
and scholars from related disciplines 
to explore on-going and emerging 
issues in critical theory and practice in 
relation to health and health care. This 
year, the conference was broadly 
organised around four key themes: 
Health in places and times of 
austerity; the impact of critical health 
psychology; shifting boundaries and 
health; and community action and 
health.   
 
The conference was attended by 
several prominent academics in the 

field, notably the keynote speaking at the opening,  Professor Dan Goodley of the University of 
Sheffield, who spoke eloquently about  ‘Disability studies and critical health psychology: comrades in 
arms?’. Prof Christine Stephens, Massey University, Palmerston North, New Zealand, gave an 
excellent closing key note address entitled ‘No rest for the aged? Individual responsibility for staying 
alive in the twenty first century’.   
 
Study grant for research into gay culture in Cape Town 
 

Ms Allanise Cloete, a PhD research trainee in the HIV/AIDS, STI 
and TB research programme, received a small grant from the 
International Association for the Study of Sexuality, Culture & 
Society (IASSCS) – Ford Foundation’s small grant competition to 
complete her doctorate in anthropology. Ms Cloete was one of 
ten out of 160 applicants globally to receive this grant. The 
conference was held in Buenos Aires, Argentina from 28 August 
to 1 September 2013 under the theme ‘Sex and the 
marketplace: What’s love got to do with it?’  

 
She presented a paper 
entitled: ‘Notes on 
becoming a “moffie” 
within a macho culture 
in Cape Town, South 
Africa’.   
 
The session was 
chaired by Gary 
Dowsett of the Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society, 
La Trobe University, Australia. The session discussant was Ana 
Amuchástegui, from Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana (Mexico). 
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Khulumani and apartheid-era human-rights abuses 
 

Prof. Narnia Bohler-Muller, the deputy head of the 
Democracy, Governance and Service Delivery programme, 
delivered a paper at the international Critical Legal 
Conference entitled ‘Reconciliation and Reconstruction’ at 
Queen’s University in Belfast,  Northern Ireland from 5 - 7 
September 2013.  
 
Her paper, entitled ‘Reparations for apartheid-era human-
rights abuses: The ongoing struggle of Khulumani Support 
Group’, was presented within the Law and Resistance stream 
of the conference. This stream dealt with the politics of 
memory and the issue of monetary reparations for 
apartheid- era human-rights abuses. This is being pursued by 

Khulumani Support Group in courts in the United States of America and other forums against 
multinational corporations such as IBM, General Motors, Daimler-Chrysler, Rheinmetall Group.  
 
Khulumani is a national organisation that represents victims and survivors of apartheid era human 
rights abuses who do not feel that they have benefited sufficiently from the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) process and other large-scale nation-building and unification processes. Prof. 
Bohler-Muller analysed recent developments around the ‘without prejudice’ payment of reparations 
by General Motors Company to members of Khulumani in an attempt to better understand the 
continued struggle of those who feel that they have been left behind in the South African 
reconciliation process.  
 
She also looked at the consequences of the US court’s failure to hold other multinational 
corporations liable for aiding and abetting the National Party in its perpetration of crimes against 
humanity before 1994. The conference, which focused on reconciliation and reconstruction, was 
held in Belfast, the capital of Northern Ireland, a city with a volatile socio-political history that 
continues to face challenges related to what is euphemistically known as the ‘Troubles’. Issues of 
peace, reconciliation and transitional justice are very relevant to Northern Ireland and South Africa 
and t interesting parallels could be drawn between the two with both striving to develop cohesive 
post-conflict societies.  
 
 
 
  
Sudanese Ministry of Science and Communication 
 

The HSRC hosted a meeting with 
the Sudanese Ministry of Science 
and Communication (North 
Sudan) from the government’s 
Centre of Pillars of Knowledge on 
28 August. The Sudanese are 
currently reforming their natural 
resource management systems 
and wanted to learn from the 
South African experience.  
 

Meetings Hosted 
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One of their fields of interest was rural development and given the HSRC’s research                                  
work in this area, the Department of Science and Technology (DST) asked the HSRC to host the 
delegation at the HSRC in Pretoria. 
 
The following areas of cooperation within the broader rural development theme were discussed: 
 

• Development research (sustainable development, municipal governance etc.) 
• Integrated rural development projects 
• Programmes to sustain the improvement of the quality of life of low-income rural 

population (this may include the rural industries programmes) 
• Indigenous knowledge systems 

 
Comparing UK and SA research systems 
 

On 11 and 12 September the HSRC and DST hosted a UK 
delegation in Cape Town. The delegation was made up of the 
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and the 
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council 
(BBSRC).  
 
The meeting provided a very useful introduction to the research 
systems in South Africa and the UK and allowed officials from 
both sides to get together quite informally, with very valuable 
contributions from experts in the different topic areas. 
 
It was clear that were many parallels in the UK and South Africa 
in terms of the research challenges presented by the round 
table participants and these raised opportunities for further 
bilateral discussion. The round table focussed strongly on 
research challenges for the social sciences, with the recognition 
that these challenges would benefit from interdisciplinary approaches. It was also determined that 
the role of different agencies needed to be defined to avoid fragmentation.  
 
Impact and working with industry were topics of interest and consideration should be given to 
whether   industry interests should be brought into future discussions. The meeting also considered 
the value of South Africa as a hub for sub-Saharan Africa engagement and of UK as an entry to 
European networks.  In addressing many of these challenges regional and multilateral approaches 
could prove to be efficient. 
 
The meeting also discussed high-performance computing and biosciences, pointing to some 
productive engagement, particular in the context of the development of the SKA. Next steps should 
include direct engagement between agencies to explore opportunities further (ESRC and HSRC).  
 
The group presented a synopsis of the discussions to the Minister of Science and Universities of the 
UK, Mr David Willets.   
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Politics of origin in Africa  
Autochthony, Citizenship and Conflict 
 
Author:    Morten Bøås and Kevin Dunn  
Pub month & year:  August 2013 
ISBN soft cover:  978-0-7969-2437-7 
Format:   235 x 168 mm 
Extent:    160 pages 
Price:    R210.00 
Rights:    Southern African rights only (ZED) 
 
About the book 
 

In this revealing new book, Bøås and Dunn explore the phenomenon of autochthony in 
contemporary African politics.  Autochthony discourses enable the speaker to establish a direct 
claim to territory by the assertion of being an original inhabitant, a native – literally a ‘son of the 
soil’. In contemporary Africa, questions concerning origin are currently among the most crucial and 
contested issues in political life, as they directly relate to the politics of place, belonging, identity and 
contested citizenship. Thus, land claims and autochthony disputes are the hallmark of political crises 
in many places on the African continent. 
 
As well as examining the reasons behind this recent rise of autochthony, the book contains in-depth 
empirical evidence from high-profile case studies from across Africa.  These include the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), specifically the contested status of the ‘Rwandaphone’ in North Kivu; Côte 
d'Ivoire, enmeshed in a civil war; Liberia, where these issues are at the heart of the so-called 
‘Mandingo-question’; and Kenya, as it grapples with the issue of nativism playing out across the Horn 
of Africa. 
 
This is an essential book for anyone wishing to understand this crucial issue and its impact on 
contemporary African politics and conflicts. 
 
The future of South–South economic relations 
 
Author:    Edited by Adil Najam and Rachel Thrasher 
Pub month & year:  September 2013 
ISBN soft cover:  978-0-7969-2434-6 
Format:   235 x 168 mm 
Extent:    240 pages  
Price:    R250.00 
Rights:    Southern African Rights Only (ZED) 
  
About the book 
 

The book presents a forward-looking analysis of South-South economic relations, and how they 
might impact and be impacted by the rest of the world. It includes a broad array of empirical case 
studies from across the global south, including Africa, Latin America and, particularly, the rise of 
China and features a truly global group of authors, both policy practitioners and academics, including 
leading names in their field. The phrase ‘South–South cooperation’ gained popularity in the 1970s as 
developing countries negotiated agreements aimed at narrowing the development gap with the 
North (UNDP 2004). More recently, however, the term has taken on new importance in the face of 

Forthcoming titles from HSRC Press 
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the global financial downturn and stalled multilateral trade negotiations.                                                    
The surprising resilience of certain emerging economies and regional integration trends                      
indicate that the global South may yet sit in the driver’s seat of the world economy.  
 
The discussion reveals three key insights into the nature and future of economic collaboration in the 
global South. First, and perhaps most transparently, the nature of South–South economic relations 
extends far beyond simple trade relationships. It involves investment and finance, labour and 
workforce movement, as well as cooperation in global economic governance. Secondly, the ‘South’, 
while a helpful category for some analyses, is far from homogeneous. Indeed, a gap seems to be 
widening between those countries designated ‘emerging economies’ and those which are not. 
Finally, existing collaboration among Southern countries has had both distinctly positive and 
negative impacts thus far. Undoubtedly, South–South economic relations have potential for harm 
and for good. In the absence of directed policies and intentional market and government actors, 
imbalances of power and growing gaps in development will persist. With the right policies in place 
and the right incentives in the market, however, these relationships could forge a new global order 
with greater economic and political equality. 
 
Empire development and colonialism 
 The past in the present  
 
Author:    Edited by Mark Duffield and Vernon Hewitt 
Pub month & year:  December 2013  
ISBN soft cover:            978-0-7969-2440-7 
Format:   240 x 168mm 
Extent:    320 pages 
Price:    R 250.00 
Rights:    Southern African Rights only (co-pub with 
James Currey) 
  
About the book 
 

This collection draws on a range of methodologies and approaches to explore the similarities, 
differences and overlaps between the contemporary debates on international development and 
humanitarian intervention and the historical artefacts and strategies of Empire. The parallels 
between the language of nineteenth-century liberal imperialism and the humanitarian 
interventionism of the post-Cold War era are striking. The American military, both in Somalia in the 
early 1990s and in the aftermath of the Iraq invasion, used ethno-graphic information compiled by 
British colonial administrators. Are these interconnections accidental curiosities or more elemental? 
The contributors to this book articulate the belief that these comparisons are analytically revealing. 
From the language of moral necessity and conviction, the design of specific aid packages, the 
devised forms of intervention and governmentality, through to the life-style, design and location of 
NGO encampments, the authors seek to account for the numerous and often striking parallels 
between contemporary international security, development and humanitarian intervention, and the 
logic of Empire. This book will be of great interest to all those concerned with understanding the 
historical antecedents and wider implications of today's emergent liberal interventionism, and the 
various logics of international development. 
 
For more information on these and other titles, contact the HSRC Press 

http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/
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